
1. HOW, WHEN AND WHERE QUESTION BANK SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS 
VIII  

1. Define the following-(1marks each)  

1. Historians  
2. Notions of time  
3. Debates  
4. Colonial  
5. Calligraphists  

2. Very short answer type questions- (2 markseach)  

1. What official records do not tell?  
2. What are the subject-matters of the historians these days?  
3. What is periodisation?  
4. How did Historian divide the Indian History?  
5. How important are dates?  
6. What did Mill about the Asian societies?  
7. What is the problem with periodisation of Indian history that James 

Mill offers?  
8. Why did the British preserve official documents?  
9. How will the information historians get newspapers be different from 

that found in police reports?  
10. Why do we call our history our pasts?  

2. FROM TRADE TO TERRITORY The Company Establishes Power  

4. Define the following-(1marks each)  

1. Subadars  
2. Zamindars  
3. Mercantile  
4. Farman  
5. Qazi  
6. Mufhti  
7. Musket  
8. Matchlock  

5. Match the following-(1 markseach)  

1. Diwani    “Tiger of Mysore” 

2. Faujdari adalat    right to collect land revenue 
3. Rabni Channamma         criminal court 
4. Sipahi     lead an anti-British movement in Kitoor 
5. Tipu Sultan    Sepoy   

 



6. Very Short Answer type Questions-(2 markseach)  

1. Who was the last Mughal ruler?  
2. When did the East India Company acquire a charter from the England ruler?  
3. What did this mean?  
4. What was the main problem of the Companies?  
5. What did he do during his time?  
6. How were the regional kingdoms set up after Aurangzeb’s death?  
7. Why could Delhi not function as an effective centre?  
8. Which new power began emerging on the political scene after the fall of 

Mughals?  
9. How did the British come to India originally?  

7. Long answer type questions-(4 markseach)  

1. Explain why the Battle of Plassey in famous in the history of India?  
2. What could the Company do after Mr.Jafar rose against it?  
3. What attracted European trading companies to India?  
4. What were the conflict between the Bengal nawabs and the East India 

Company?  
5. How the assumption of Diwani did benefits the East India Company?  
6. Explain the system of “Subsidiary alliance”.  

7. In what way was the administration of the company different from that of 
India rulers?  

8. Describe the changes that occurred in the composition of the Company’s 
army.  

3. RULING THE COUNTRYSIDE  

8. Define the following questions-(1 markseach)  

1. Countryside  
2. Diwan  
3. Artisonal Production  
4. Ryotsmahal  
5. Ryotwari system  
6. Permanent settlement  
7. Slaves  
8. Indigo  

9. Very short answer type questions-(2 markseach)  

1. When and who appointed the company as the Diwan of Bengal?  
2. Where and how did this event occur?  
3. Why and by whom was the painter commissioned?  
4. Over the years, what did the Company learn?  
5. What did the Company do to increase its revenue income?  
6. Describe the position of Bengal economy during the Diwani of the Company. 



7. What happened to the weekly bazaar during the economic crisis of Bengal? 
Long answer type questions-(4 markseach)  

1. What did the Company do to improve agriculture?  
2. Describe the main features of the Permanent Settlements.  
3. How was the Mahalwari system different from the Permanent Settlement?  
4. Give two problems which arose with the New Munro System of Fixing 

Revenue.  
5. Why were ryots reluctant indigo?  
6. What were the circumstances which led to the eventual collapse of indigo 

production in Bengal?  

4. TRIBAL, DIKUS, AND  

THE VISI0N OF A GOLDEN AGE 11. Define the following –(1 markseach) a. 
Fallow 
b.Mahua 
c.Bewar 
D.Dikus  

e.Baigas 
f.Transhumans 
12. Very short answer type questions.(2  

markseach)  

1. What did people say about Birsa?  
2. What did Birsadeclarehimself?  
3. What did people begin to think about him?  
4. Where was Birsa born?  
5. How was his life?  
6. Why were the tribalsunhpy with the British rule?  

13. Long answer type questions-(4 markseach) How did some of the tribal societies 
practice jhum  

cultivation?  

1. What problems did shifting cultivators face under British rule?  
2. How powers of tribal chief did changeunder colonial rule?  
3. What accounts for the anger of the tribals against the dikus?  
4. What was BIRSA’S vision of a golden age?  
5. What did people say about Birsa?  
6. What did Birsadeclarehimself?  
7. What did people begin to think about him?  

8 Why were the tribalsunhpy with the British rule 9 What did people begin to think 
about him  

14.  



5. WHEN PEOPLE REBEL 1857 AND AFTER Define the following – (1 
marksmarkseach)  

1. East India company.  
2. .Mutiny  
3. Firangis  
4. .Sepoy  
5. Diwani  
6. Permanent settlement  
7. New Munro System  
8. Sepoy  

Very short answer type questions-(2 markseach)  

1. What did Rani of Jhansiwat from the company?  
2. Who was NanaSaheb?  
3. Name the husband of the Rani LaxmiBai.  
4. Where did Bahadur Shah Zafar die?  
5. Framewhere did Mutiny started?  
6. Where was MangalPandey killed?  
7. Which emperor blessed the mutiny?  
8. Why were the sepoys angry with the British?  

Long answer type questions-(4 markseach)  

1. Describe the march of Meerut sepoys to Delhi.  
2. What was the demand of Rani Laxmibai that was  

refused by the British?  

3. What did the British do to protect the interest of  

those who to Christianity?  

4. What objection did the sepoys have to the new  

cartridges that they were asked to use?  

15.  

5. How did the last Mughal emperor live the last year of his life?  
6. What could be the reasons for the confidence of the British rulers about their 

position in India before May 1857?  
7. Where was MangalPandey killed?  
8. Which emperor blessed the mutiny?  
9. Why were the sepoys angry with the British?  

Define the following terms-  



1. Country side 2. Presidency 3. Factories. 
4. Urbanization 5. Dargah  

6. Idgah 
7. urbanization? 
8. de-urbanization?  

Fill in the blanks  

(1 marks each)  

6. COLONIALISM AND THE CITY  

a. The first structure to successfully use the dome was called the.................  

(1 marks each)  

2. The two architects who designed New Delhi and Shahjahanabad were 
..................and .................  

3. The British saw overcrowded spaces as................  
4. In 1888 an extension scheme called the ...........was devised.  

Very short answer type questions- (2 marks each)  

1. Name different types of towns on the basis of their functions  
2. How most of the modern cities emerged in the western world?  
3. Why did more and more people want to live in the modern cities?  
4. When did Bombay city begin to develop?  

Long answer type questions. (4 markseach)  

1. Write three differences in the city design of New Delhi and Shahjahanabad. 
2. Who lived in the white areas in cities such as Madras? 
3. What is meant by de-urbanization?  

4. Why did British choose to hold a grand Durbar in Delhi although it was not a 
capital? 
5. How did old city of Delhi change under British rule? 
6. How did partition effect life in Delhi?  

GEOGRAPHY  

1. RESOURCES Define the terms –(1 marks each)  

1. Resources  
2. Natural resources  
3. Abiotic resources  
4. Biotic resources  
5. Sustainable development.  
6. potential resource  



7. conservation  
8. Actual resource.  
9. Human resources  

Very short answer type questions-  

(2 markseach)  

1. Howdoessomething become a resource? 2. Name type of resources. 
3. What makes these things resources? 
4. Explain human made resources.  

5. Explain actual resource 
6. Explain conservation 
10. Explain Abiotic resources 11. Explain Biotic resources  

Long answer type questions- 
1. Difference between the followings.  

1. a)  Potential resource and Actual resource.  
2. b)  Ubiquitous resource and Localized resources  

2. What are the broad categories of natural resources?  
3. Classify resources on the basis of distribution.  
4. Why are human resources important?  
5. Why are resources distributed unequally over the earth?  

2. LAND, SOIL, WATER, NATURAL VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE 
RESOURCES.  

Define the followings.(1 markseach)  

1. Soil erosion.  
2. Gully erosion  
3. Net sown area  
4. Ground water  
5. Surface water  
6. Weathering  

(4 markseach)  

7. Biosphere reserve  
8. sparsely populated?  
9. soil formation?  

Tick the correct answer-(1 markseach)  

i. Which one of the following is NOT a factor of soil formation? a. Time b. soil 
texture c .organic matter  



ii. Which one of the following methods is most appropriate to check soil erosion 
on steep slopes?  

a .shelter belts b. mulching c. terrace cultivation  

iii. Which one of the following is NOT in favour of conservation of nature? a 
.switch off the bulb when not in use.  

2. close the tap immediately after use  
3. Dispose polypacks after shopping.  

Answer the following questions in short-(2 markseach)  

1. Which are the two main climatic factors responsible for soil formation?  
2. Write any two reasons for land degradation today.  
3. Why land is considered an important resource?  
4. Name any two steps that government has taken to conserve  

plants and animals.  

5. Suggest three ways to conserve water.  
6. What areas of the world are sparsely populated?  
7. What is soil?  
8. What are community property resources?  

Answer the following questions in long-(4 markseach)  

1. Why earth is called a water planet?  
2. Discuss the soli formation.  
3. How can land and soil resources be conserved?  

3. MINERAL AND POWER RESOURCES  

Define the following questions-  

1. Minerals  
2. Mineral ore  
3. Mining  
4. Lignite  
5. Fossil fuels  
6. Coke  
7. Off shore drilling  
8. Shaft mining  

(1 markseach)  

Answer the following question in short-(2 marks each)  

1. Name any three common minerals used by you every day.  
2. What is an ore? Where are the ores of metallic minerals  



generally located?  

3. Name two regions rich in natural gas resources.  
4. Which sources of energy would you suggest for  

1. Rural areas.  
2. Coastal areas.  
3. Arid regions.  

5. Give five ways in which you can save energy at home.  
6. What are two properties of minerals?  

7. Define an alloy.  
8. What is energy?  

Answer the following question in long-  

1. Explain types of minerals.  
2. Explain wind energy.  

Difference between  

(4 marks each)  

3. Conventional and non conventional sources of energy  
4. Biogas and natural gas  
5. Ferrous and non ferrous minerals  
6. Metallic and non metallic minerals  

 


